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A Faſt-Sermon 


Upon JOEL 117 13; 
Rent your Heart and not your Garments, and turn taut 


the Lord your God. 


' here aſſembled to celebrate a Faſt.and I have choſen this 
Text as ſuitable to the Occaſion, becanfe it inſtructs us 
how to perform our Duty herein both acceptably unto 
God, and profitably unto our ſelves ; wi which 

our preſent Faſting, and all our Religious Performances, are but 

a meer mocking of the Almighty, and putting a Cheat upon our 

own Soyls. . 

I ſhall not inſiſt on the Context any farther then to give you a 
general ſcope of this Prophecy, that you may ſee how this Com- 
manrid in the Text, to rent our Heart and-not our Garments, doth 
ariſe. | 

The Prophet foreſceing ſundry J of God impending, 
and ready to fall on this drouſie Rapid lr People,calls on ther 
to awake : Awake ye Drunkards, Chap.1 F- and weep and howl all 
ye drinkers of Wine: And when he hath ns awakened them, he 
gives them ſuch a dreadful deſcription of thoſe Judgments that 
the Lord was a bringing on their Land, that he declares che very 
_ Earth ſhall quake before them, nay the Heavens themſelves ſtall trem- 

ble at them, inthe 10th verſe of this Chapter ; and certainly they 
aa bo notable JaqgnU NE ns Heaven and Earth - 

2 quake 


RE of God and the Government, we are 


(2) 
quake and tremble at them. You-read in many places ſuch Judg- 
ments threatned that:the'Earth ſhould-tremble at them ; but here 
are ſuch Judgments :as: ſhall make the ,Earth and Heavens too, to 
tremble: Weltthereforomniioht: the Prophet, after this amazing 
deſcription of this great and terrible day of Judgment, which he 
denounced was coming on them, ask.this queſtion, Who was able 
ro abide it ? verſ.11. For if the Earth quake, and the Heavens trem- 
ble at it, ?tis no marvel that «eSmmers.an Ligg are cfrgid, and that 

fearfulneſs; ſffprigerhs Phe FHypoerit es,] as Iſaiah expreſfth it, Iſa. 
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The Prophet having thus declared the greatnefs and terrible- 
neſs of their approaching Doom, propoſeth tothem the one and 
orely way to prevent '1t; and that 1s Repentance. One branch of 
vehich Propoſition, is this of my Text ; for the whole runs thus : 
Therefore alſa now [irhthe'Lord, Turn: ye eveyto, me with all your 
heart,and with faſting, and with weeping, and with veg 12. 
and rent your heart, and not your Garments, as here mm the Text. 

To which, thus briefly I have brought you, and given you the 
occaſion of theſc words, Kext your Heart and not. your Garments: 
Which before I handle, 1 muſt craye leave to give you. theſe fol- 
lowing Remarks upon the Context. _ ite." - 10 0 

1. That the Almighty ſeldom or never ſtrikes a Nation with 
his Judgments, but he gives them firſt a Warnrng of it. 

2. That the Warnings that God gives a Nation of his approa- 
ching Judgments, ought to rouz and awakenthem to their Duty. 

3. That nothing can avert Gods Judgments on a Nation for 
their Stns, but Kepertance. | 

4. That it hath ever: bzen the wont and practice of the trye 
- Prophets and faithful Miniſters of God, to prezch forgivenef of 
Sins and 4verſcor of Judgments, upon no other ' terms þnt Kepen- 
tance oncly.” OOO OT | 

And now I proceed with.the Text, Rent your heart and not-your 
Garments, and turn unto the Lord your Ged. Wherein you have 
th-ſ: three particulars: ” | 

Two Duties enjoyned. - And. 
One Prattice forbidden. 

The two Duties enjoyned, are theſe : 
i. Kent your Heart. 
2. Turn unto the Lord your God. |, 

Thc Practice forbidden, is, That they fhonld net rent their Car- 
nents, - The 
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The whole Text 1s but a figurative Expreſſion ; for it was a Cu- 
ſtom amoneit the Jews, upon the hearing of any ſad diſaſter that 
either had or was like to happen upon their.Nation in general, or 
upon their Families or themſelves 1n particular, to rent their Gar- 
ents. So upon the ſight of Joſeph's Coat, the Patriark Jacob rene 
his Claaths; Gen.37.34- through an apprehenſion that his Son was 
deſtroyed ; and fo you find King Hezckiab, upon that inyecttive 
and menacing Speechof Rabſheka, rent hus Cloarhs, 1{a.37-1. Like- 
wiſe Ezra, upon hearing the enormous behaviourof the People, 
rent his Garments and bus Mantle, Ezrag.3: And you read that 
Tamar, King Dawvid*s Daughter, being raviſhed by her Brother 
Amnon, rent her Garment of drvers cilours, 2 Sam.13-19- 

But this external ſign of Sorrow grew at length ſo iato meer cu- 
ſtom 2nd formality, that it ſignified go more the ſence of their 
mird*, then our common wearmg, of Mourning does: . And there- 
fore God, tat did accept it while there was any thing in it, now 
it was grown to be a Ceremony only, would have none of it, but 
expreſly forbids.it, faying, Kent your heart and n t your Garments. 
AS if the Lord ſhould fay, :Come, don't ye think to cheat me with 
your pitiful feigzed and formal Repentance of renting your Gar; 
ments, and tearing your Cloaths, while you keep your ſins whole : 
But inſtead of all this ado of rentmg-your -Garments, ret your 

Hearts : ?Fis not your Cloaths,, tis your Wickearnef and.your Cor- 
114ptionsthat I would have you rent off from you. Wherefore rec 
your Hearts, the Seat and Foxmraim: of all your guilt z..and don”. ye 
think that the tearing your Coats ſhall expiate your Sims, or make 
an amends for your breaking my Commands, and the defiliag your 
own Confſciences. I TY 
Wherefore the Text affords us this Propoſition : 

That true Repemance, and ſuch as is acceptable to God, conſiſts not 
in any formal exterior Obſeruations, but in the renting off of Sin from 
the Heart. | 

The terms of this Propoſition are ſo plain that they need no cx- 
Plan:tion : for the known and common acceptation of Repentance, 
15 the be#?, that Jr is an Averſion from Sin, and 4 Lay 97% to God 

And by formal and exterior Obſervetions, is meant ſuch Religi- 
ous Performances as Ceſtom and Traattion, not Diume Injunttion,. 
hath deliver'd to, aud impoſed upon us. And therefore I proceed 

to the proof of the Propoſition, which 15 two-fold : 
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1: Ne ative, That true Repentance, and and ſuch as is acceptable 
th God, NN not in any formal outward Obſervations 
4 Pofireve, That it doth conſiſt” in renting off Sin from the 
But I doubt 1 ſhall not beable in.this preſent rm >, ang 
Wherefore to 


- ok untothis ſecond head of our Propoſition. 


the firſt or negative part thereof. _ 
1. That true on ce, and ſuch as is acceptable unto God, 


exterior Qbſervations : For the proof 
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cath L_ xz oY tho * ares TO ve | 
chey ſhould amend andtbeir doings : Amend their 
they are ginger th x Temple? An 


Ways anc their doings w 
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thither too to-worſhip the Lord there? Yes : for 0 

rage Tf and yer g0'to the Devil too-for © 

that if you are but ſuch Worſhippers as theſe were : for in verſ.9. 
you apt Fo nem g/ of them, that af. for were Thieves, and Mur- 


* And yet, as odd as: 
rdly fnc xriptures that” cry up the 
; K ory | at 2 higher 
R theſe es A enckekys bar when the Pro ry for 
true Repentance from them, to prevent that great Capti _ 
coming on them ; ay. had ſuch a confidence in their LL. | 
their worſhipping therein, tharcbey' would not credit any of 
the threatnings and denunciations againſt them. Byt w_— all 
confidence in, and crying up of the Temple, pray ſee what a Reſo- - 
lution the Lord takes up, concerning theſe wicked formal impious 
wretches; for he commands his Prophet, verſ- 16: that he' ſhould 
not _ much.as pray for them : Pray not thou" (faith the Lord) for 4 
recra - up cry nor prayer for them meither makg i 
peat » Twill nor bear thee. What a Church! and a Churc hat 
$it ſelf ſo much in its Worſhip ! that pays ſo much Reverence - 
and Reſpe&to the Temple of the Lord ! that are ſpch conſtant fre- 
quenters of Divine Service, and of his Worſhip therein! and tht 


are every way ſoz nt in their Formalities and Religious Ob- 
er.is to be | | fcreants youſee a Church 
per be. doko ON to Ye a0 my your 
—_— = P e, that avVaii YOus amen 

our doings ; po i 

| woinke _— and yet. aka Wretclits," very 
Caftarays, they werefor all that. whence "tis manifeſt, that 
Repentance, and ſuch as is acc unto God, $ n6t 

eh out-ſide Performance 


Sa the Reaſons areplain: for if true Repentanc, that is, ſuch 
as is well-plea ingto God. did conſiſt in'theſe cuſtom: poees! 
. Compliances.z wickedeſt men, and the worſt of Hy: 
would be more = God, than thefine reſt C 
Papiſts would be more acceptable Ged than Proteſtants; and \ Gong. 
theneither : for the worſe the Worſhip is, b he more are the 
monies. Bilaam will hove Seven Altrst0 jab*s One : for 
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(7) | 
In the 15th of St. Matth. and the beginning of the Chap- 
ter , you find the Scribes and Pharsſees, for want of other 
matter, quarrelling our Saviour, becaule his Ditciples rran/- 
greſſed the Tradition of the Elders, in eating Bread without 
waſhing their hands : A tidy crime, and cauſe of quarrel, was 
itnot ? And yet you may lee by our Lords rea{oning, that 
they- were {uch Traditional and Ceremony-Fopps , that they 
would quarrel him and his Dilciples too Go and fiercer up- 
on this account, than if they had broken a Commandment of 
Gcd: Would to God the Papilts only had the Succeſſion of 
this Phariſaical temper among them ; but the more is the pity, 
we daily ſee and hear Proteſtant Pharitees, as well as Popiſh, 
who had rather mix Heaven and Earth together, and*hazard 
the confuſion of Church, nay and State too, than part with a 
dry and empty Ceremony : what if. I ſhuuld inſtance but in 
Chriſtening with the Sign of the Croſs ? I doubt | am not un- 
charitable in thinking , that many even of s Proteſt ane IM 
nſters, would rather never Chriſten a Child ar all, than to 
Chriſten it wichont that Ceremony, though they do acknow- 
ledge that Chriſtening is a D:-vine Command, and the Signing 
with the Crofs is but a Humane ; and that the Child is never the 
better for ir, nor never the worſe without it. As for them in- 
deed that do think that the Sign of the Croſs hath ſome magical 
vertue in it, that it is a ſpiritual Spe// to drive away Spirits and 
Heobzoblins, and a good guard againſt Zack o'th' Lanthorn and 
haunted Houſes, and that do believe it keeps the Devil in ſome 
better decorum towards us than otherwile he would oblerve, 
they have ſome pretence to be tenations of ir ; but we that laugh 
' at ſuch fooleries, and that deny thele Popiſh and pious Frauds, 
as fitter to be ridiculed than to have any Reverence done them ; 
for us, Ifay, to be lo peeviſhly fond of it, as that we will break 
all the bonds of Love and Peace rather than part with.it, does 
ſhew us rather of an obſtinate and a paſſionate, than of a Reli- 
gious Mind, I might inſtance in other Ceremonies alſo , but 
this is ſtfficient to inſtruct us,. that our Conformity to formal 
and exterior Obſervations in Religious matters, is no Eſſential 
part of a ſound and true Repentance. : 
Secondly, ls it fo, that true Repentance, and ſuch as is ac- 
Wo h -ceptable 
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ceptable unro God, conſiſts not in-any formal and exterior Ob- 
ſervations ; then be inſtrufed not to overvalue them ; there is 
a mighty propenſity in our Natures, to {ay of our exterior Ob- 
ſervations, as Micah did of his Conſecrated Levite, Fudg. 17. 
laſt ver. Now know I, fays he, that the Lord will do me good, 
ſeeing I have a Levite to my Prieſt. But he was fo miſtaken, 
'that you find in the very next Chapter, that this very Prieſt, 
which he hugg'd himſelf to much for, joyn'd with a company 
of Robbers to plunder his Maſters Houſe, and ſteal away his 
Gods from him, ver. 20. So all your Confidence in the exter- 
nal parrs of Religion, will but ſerve you like this Levite, Cheat 
and deceive you. Nay of all the deceits in nature this is the 
moſt dreadful, for it not only deludes you to the day of your 
Death, but continues its deluſion at the very day of 7udgment ; 
for in the 7th of St. Matthew, you find that theſe Confidents 
come with ſuch a marvellous boldnets to Chriſt, that they argue 
the matter with him, ſaying: Lord, Loyd, have we not preach- 
ed in thy Name, and in thy Name have caſt out Devils, and in 
thy Name done many wonderful works? verſ. 22. Nay the 
Evangeliſt St. Luke goes further, and tells you that theſe mi- 
ſtaken Souls demand entrance into Heaven, ſaying : Lord ! 
Lord ! Open unto us : For we have (received the Sacrament) eat 
and = in thy preſence , anc. thou haſt taught in our Streets, 
Luke 13. 25, 26. Good Lord! what a dreadful deluſion is this, . 
that carries exterior Profeſſors not only through Death, but 
to the day of Judgment too ? and are never convinced of their 
miſtake till they receive that final and eternal doom, Depart from 
me ye warkers of Iniquity, v. 27. And certaiuly it ts from hence 
that St. Fob: the Baptiſt thus chargerth the Phariſees and Sad- 
duces that came to his Baptiſm, Think, not ro ſay within your 
os we have Abraham to our Father, Matth. 3.9. As if 
e ſhould fay ; Havea care, for that thought will make you: 
_ reſt ſhort of true Religion, and make you milſcarry at the laſt. 
And as St. Fohn bid them that they ſhould not think to fay, that 
they had Abraham to their Father; fo I bid you, do not think 
to {ay that you have the Church for your Mother; for it is not 
your being Soxs of the Church,if you reckon your Sonſhip mere- 


ly from-your Birth, or Baptiſm.or. outward Conformity , that 
wi 
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will profit you any thing ; for you may come to Church and 
perform all the Ceremonies and exterior parts of worſhip, and 
yet be bid depart at laft among the workers of Iniquity, if the 
Power of Godlineſs as well as the Profeſſion thereot be not found 
in you : Wherefore, be inſtructed not to overvalue any formal 
or external part of Religion whatſoever. And thus much for 
Inftruttion : Come we next to Xproof, 7 

If it be fo, that true Repentance, and ſuch as is acceptable 
unto God, conſiſts not in any outſide Formalities ; then be Re- 
proved all ye of the Clergy, that do fo utterly pervert your Of- 
fice and the Ends of your Miniſtry. What, were you ſent of God 
to preach Repentance and remiſſion,of Sins to the Children of 
men ? Are you lent by God to cry out to men, that they ſhould 
Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand? Matth. 3. 2. 
And to awake them thart ſleep, that they ſhould Ariſe from the 
dead,that Chriſt may give them light ? Epheſ. 5. 14. What, were 
you ſent to bid men Rent their hearts and not their garments, and 
fo turn men from darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God? Matth.26. 18. And do you ſpend your Mini- 
try about ſuch er:fling ſtuff , ſuch forry things as you your 
ſelves acknowledge to be but indifferent ? Truly this is but #n- 
different Divinity, and ſuch as I doubt you will give but a very 
5ndifferent Account of, when our great Lord and Maſter ſhall 
appear; therefore pray bethink your.ſelves : For, 

Firſt, Conſider {eriouſly whether ever God required this at 
your hands : He hath required here im-the Text you ſee, that 
you ſhould bid men Rert their hearts and not their Garments : 
But where hath he required you to teach men to Rent their Gar- 
ments and not their hearts ? to obſerve the formal and exterior 
parts of Religion more than the real and interior parts thereof ? 
For Religion 1s a heart work, and conſiſts not in Formality buc 
Reality; and therefore the good men of God have prayed in all 
Ages like David in the 51 Pſal. ver. 10. Create in me aclean 
heart, O God, and renew a right Spirit within me. Hence is it 
that King Hezekiah beleeched the Lord to remember for him, 
how he had walked before bim (what in Ceremony and Forma- 
lity? No;) mm truth and with a perfett heart, Iſa. 38. 3. and 
therefore the true Prophets of God have ever cryed out, O 
B 2 Feruſalem, 
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Fernſalem, waſh thy heart from wickeanefs, er. 4. 14, They 
are phari'aical Hypocrites that cry up tne waſhing of the hazas, 
and thar place the total of Religion, Divine Worthip and De- 
votion, in exterior Oblervations, where Gods };/ord never pla- 
ced it: Inthe fifth of St. Afarthew, among thole glorious Bea- 
rrtudes of our bleſſed Saviour, you will find one appropriated 
to the pre in hcart, ver. 8. but you no where find a bleſſing 
appropriated to formal Ceremonirs, or bodily Geſtures, or lip 
Devotions; wherefore, thole fowre and angry Genrlemey that 
are {o mightily for the Gaitycs of exterior Obtervances, may 
do well ro bethink them{elves in time, what anſwer they will 
give the Lord to thac great queftion, 7/a. 1. 12. Who hath rc- 
quired this at your has ? : | 

Secondly, Let thoſe that fall under this Reproof, bethink 
themſelves, whether in their heat and zeal of preaching up 
Conformity to exterior Obſervations, they have nor fed their 
Flocks with hnsks inſtead of Bread ? And by reaſon of this may 
not your Hearers cry out with the Prophet, Ay Leannef! my 
Leanneſs! Wo unto me, Iſa. 24. 16. In the Jewiſh Church 
there were many external Obſervances commanded,and there- 
fore had Divine Authority for their warrant ; and yer when 
theſe Externals were fcrew'd up to that height,and grew fo rank 
that Religion run all into ſtalk, and had nothing but a bare 
appearance and mere outſide in it, the Lord loathed and ab- 
horred them, though they had his own Precept for them : Pray 
will you ſee how that great and Evangelical Prophet 1/aiah 
both pers and ſhuts up his Prophecy : In his firſt Chapter you 
find him opening his Prophecy thus : Thus ſaith the Lord, Bring 
ne more vain Oblations, Incenſe is an Abomination to me ., the 
New Moons and Sabbaths, the Calling of Aſſemblies [ cannot away 
with, it is iniquity even the ſolemn meetings ; your New Moons 
and your appointed Feaſts my Soul hateth, they are a trouble unto 
me, 1am weary to bear them. And now lee how he ſhuts up 
his Prophecy 1n his laſt Chapter : He that killeth an Oxe is as 
if he flew a man, he that ſacrificeth a Lamb as if he cut off a 
Dogs neck, : he that offereth an Oblation as if he offered Swines 
blood, he that burneth Incenſe as if he bleſſed an Idol, wer. 3. 
Yer Sacrifices; Oblations, Incenſe , New Moons, Sabbaths, 
their 


Fd 


(11) 
th-ir folemn Aſſemblies, and their Feſtivals were sll command: 
ed by the Lord ; bur when al} Religion came to be pur in thele 
exterior Obtervations, and that they eat up and utnrped the 
place of the /rfe and power thereof, they became an Abomina- 
tion to God and all good men, and their Sacrifices, Oblations, 
and Incenie, were bur as Murder, Prophanity, and Idolatay 
before the Lord. A mighty memorable and particular inſtance 
of this matrer, you have jn the Second of Kings, Chap. 18. ver, 
4. Inthe third Verſe it is faid, that King Hezckiah did that 
which was r:9hr in the ſight of the Lord, according to ail thar 
David his Father did. And the fourth Verie telis you what 
thoſe right things were ; He removed the high Places, he 
brake the [mages , he cut down the Groves, and that he 
might make clear work, it is added, that he brake in pieces 
the brazen Serpent that Moſes had made, The occaſion of ma- 
king it you wil find in the twenty firſt of Nambers, which was 
thus : The Children of 1/-ael in their Journeyings in the Wil- 
derne!s, were grievouſly afflicted with fiery Serpents,- which 
bit and killed many of them : Upon this the people belought 
Moſes, that he would pray unto God for them, thar he would 
take away thoſe Serpents; which Moſes did : And the Lord 
gave this anſwer to rhe prayer of — ver. 8. Make thee a 
fiery Serpent, and ſet it pon a pole, and it ſhall come to paſs, that 
every one that is bitten, when he locketh upon it ſhall live. And 
in the-ninth Verte, Moſes made this Serpent of Braſs, and put 
it upon a pole, and it came to paſs that if a Serpent had butten 
any man, when he beheld that Serpent of braſs he lived,as the Lord 
had promiſed. And you find that this brazen Serpent had the 
honour to be reckoned 4 Type of Chriſt, even by our Lord him- 
ſelf, Fohn 3. 14. As Moſes lift up the Serpent in the IVilderneſs, 
even ſo (fays our Saviour) muſt the Son of Man be lifted up; 
that whoſoever believah in him ſhould not periſh, but have eter- 
nal life. How then comes it about, that the breaking this bra- 
zen Serpent in pieces , ſhould be one of thole excellent Act's 
which is {aid to be right in the ſight of the Lord 9 Why, the 
Text tells you that the Children of - 1ſ-ael burnt Incenſe to it: 
And when any thing becomes an 14-/, though ir hath been ho- 


noured with never to great a Divine prelence, and hath per- 
formed 
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formed never ſo many and mighty operations, and have been 


never {o much in{trumental in the hand of God, to work wox- 
acrs inthe world, yer it muſt be removed and deſtroyed : A 
Mind that 13 throughly ſet for God, and a Magiſtrate that is 
relolved to diicharge his duty aright, muſt down with nor only 
Images and Groves, and thole grofſer parts of Idolarry and 
1#iU{-wor ſhip ; but the brazen Serpent allo , when 1t not only 
ceaierh ro propagate true Religion, but is ſet up in oppoſition 
againſt it; For though it have been never 1o uſelul and tervice- 
able to heal and fave the people formerly ; yer when it does 
degenerate and becomes inſtrumental to deſtroy them,it ſhould 
down too ; for 'tis not their paſt excellency nor ſervice ſhould 
prevail with you to ſpare them, when they are become a pre- 
tent damage. Well then, if exterior Obſervations of Gods 
own appointment, and tuch as have had his expreſs Commands 
to warrant them , may become to abominable, when ir runs 
up inro Forms and Ceremonies only , and engages it {elf in a 
direct oppoſition to the power and life of Religion , how abo- 
minably abomirable muſt thote Obſervations needs be that 


have no ſacred Sanftion, and at beſt nothing but hamane Pre- 


cepts and humor to maintain them ? And are they to be repro- 
ved that exalt and cry up the formal and external Obſervations 
of In/titured Worſhip , and give it the preference to the in- 
ternal and Spiritual part of Religion, as ſuch as do but betray 
and undo their hearers? And are they to be excuſed that mag- 
nifie and exalt the formal and exterior Obſervations of invented 
Worſhip, to the eternal and everlaſting Ruin of the Souls that 
credit them ? God forbid : But I muſt go on. 

Thirdly, Let ſuch as are included in this Reproof, bethink 
themſelves ; for whatever they may fancy, they are but of the 
Devils ſide, and are but doing his work ; for God calls for rent- 
ing the hearc, ?tis the Devil that would ſhamm off this duty 
by renting of the Garments; for he cares not how much nor 
how abounding you are in this work of exterior Obſervations, 
{o you do but ler alone That: he will compound with you, and 
let you pay Tithes of Mint, Cummin, and Annife, all the days 
of your life if you will, fo you will but omit the wezghtier mat- 
ters of the Law , Judgment, Mercy and Faith. Nay, hell 
aid 
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aid and encourage you in your formal and exterior Obſlervati- 
ons, fo that you will but reſt there and go no further ; for he'll 
let you be indefatigably zealous in that work : In the 18m 
Chapter of the firſt Book of Kings, you find the ſtrangeſt 
Queſtion ſtarted, that ever you read of in any Book either 
Religious or Prophane; for the Queſtion was, Who ſhould 
be Ged? The God of Heaven or Baal ? The Prieſts and Wor- 
ſhippers of Baal contended ſtrongly that Baal was God, and 
to be terved and followed : The Prophet Elijah aflerts that the 
Lord tis God , and that they ought to- ſerve and follow him. 
At length they agreed in this iſſue , that two Bullocks ſhould 
be brought, and the Clergy that were for Baal ſhould chooſe 
one of theſe Bullocks, and cut it in pieces and lay it on wood, 
and put no fire under ; and the Prophet Elijah would dreſs the 
other Bulluck, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under, and 
they ſhould both call on the Name of their Gods, and the God 
that an{wered by Fire, he ſhould be God, ver/. 23, 24. Well! 
this was done z and now pray mark the carriage of theſe Wor- 
ſhippers : The Prieſts, the Text tells you, called on the Name 
of Baal from Morning to Noon in their dull Lerany, laying, O 
Baal hear ns, we befeech thee to hear us good Baal ; and they 
leaped up and down about the Altar ;, but there was no hearing, 
nor no anſwering for all that. Then they cryed aloud, and cur 
themſelves with Knives and Lauticets till rhe blood guſhed out ; 

and this they did until the Evening Sacrifice, but received no 

anlwer ſtill. And now the holy Prophet comes to act his part, 

and. pray obſerve, that he alech no ſuch Formal and Exterior: 
Oblervations 3 ——— nor Cr:ngings neither about the 
Altar,nor no Canting out of a little Nonſence or Tautology from 
Morning to Noon, and from Noon to Night : No cutting nor 
ſlaſhing himſelf, nor mingling blood with his Sacrifice , but 

calmly and humbly addreſſeth himiclf ro God, in an honeſt 

and plain Prayer luitable to the occaſion. Then the fire of the 
Lord fell, and conſumed the burnt Sacrifice, and the Wood, and 
the very Stones , in ſo prodigious a manner, that all the peo- 

ple were convinced, and falling on their faces, with an univer- 

ial Vote cryed out , The Lord he 1s God, the Lord he is God. 
Verle 37, 38, 39. From whence you may diicern, how 
elaborate 


,was but a proud Phariſee 
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elaborate and indefatigate a corrupt Clergy 1s to propa- 


gate the Devils ſide, and the worter Worſhip; and how 


they lay out them(elves in promoting the Obtervation of 
exterior Ceremonies, which are of no avail. They cry 
aloud, frisk about the Altar, and cut themſelves like any 
mad, and do a world of things which were never com- 
manded by God, and which are but ridiculous among men ; 
and yer all this Frenzie muſt pals for true Religion and 
Decency of Worlhip, or they®ll quarrel you for Fanariques. 
One would wonder what Baalam mean'd, Numb. 23, Cc. 
where he commands ſever Altars to be built, and ſever 
Oxcn and ſeven Rams to be prepared: One would think 
that he were going to offer to a whole Heptarchy of Gods, 
did not the Scripture every where ſhew us, that hypocryrti- 
cal falſe Prophets and falile Worihippers are mighty Won- 
derfull abourd:ng in their Altars and Offerings, and all the 
exterior parts of Religion: pray will you rake a view of 
that formal Gentleman you meet with in the 18h of St. 
Luke, verſ. 12. and fee how he pranks himſelf up wich 
his exterior performances: I faſt twice a week ( lays he ) 
1 give Tythes of all that 1 paleſe; and yet for all that he 

ill, a wicked falile Hypocrite 
ſtill, and came out of the Temple the ſame man that he went 
into it; ſo that though he faſted and went to Church every 
Wednejday and Friday, yet he had been as good he had ſtayed 
at home ; for he got no good by going thither ; It only pr:ded 


him up to deſpile his Neighbours, and wrought in him a 


Conceit that he was better than them; and pray God this 
be not the Cale of 790 many of us: For while we lay the 
ſtreſs of all Religion upon formal and exterior Ob!ervetions, 
we are bur doing the Devils work,, even when we are en- 
gaged -in Gods Service. For whiles we are but for Renting 
of the Garments only, and 1o quarrellomly tet for formal 
and exterior Ob{ervations, we may pray and preach too in 
the Temple as long as -we will, and yer be ſtil] but on the 
Devils fide for all that. 

Fourthly, Again, bethink your ſelves, you that are .con- 
cern'd in this Reproof, that while youu are for Renting of 
the 
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the Garments only, for the outſide, guilded part, or Husk 
of Religion; you are but for a Fattion and a Party, and 
have no Communion with the Univerſal Church of Chriſt : 
You are but for Chriſtians of your own S:ze and Hue,and grow 
up into a little creeping narrow ſpirit, that can never. love 
nor ſerve any Soul but what is juſt and direftly of your 


own dimenſion : . Whereas a Chriſtian of the Univerſal 
Church, is of a large, comprehenſive, generous Spirit and 
Principle, and loves a good and- a vertuous man, that makes 
it his Religion to Rent his Heart and not his Garments, ler 
his per/maſion in other and minuter things be what it will. 
For this 1s Gods Religion, all other is but ans, and ſub- 
ject to Innovation and Changes, according as their humours 
vary, and muſt be managed by brutal and uunatural heats 
and fury : Hence is it that you ſee thole that are for Rent- 
ing the Garments, for formal and outward Rites, are al- 
wayes fowre aud quarrelſome, fretting themlelves, and vex- 
—_— if they come not up to every Punctilio of their 
Oblervances: For they quarrel your Carriage, your Compa- 
ny, your Diſcourſe, and in a word your whole Converlati- 
on. For ?tis a Spirit of ſuch a filthy, rade, impoſing Nature, 
that you mutt bean abſolute Slave to it, or it 1s never fatis- 
fied. Pray look into the ſecond of Sr. Aſark, and you will 
there find. theſe men quarrelling our Saviour upon all thele 
Accounts, for they. fall out with him no leis than four times 
in that one Chapter. Firſt, They quarrel his Ditcourlſe, an1 
charge him with Blaſphemny, in tfaying ro the ſick of the Pal- 
ſie, Son, thy fins are forawwven thee. Why doth this man ſpeak 
Blaſphemy, ay they, who can forgtve but God only ? vert. 
5, 7- Secondly, They quarrel him for his Company, , and 
charge him with Profanity, in eating and drinking with 
Pul:licans and Sinners: How is ut, fay they, that he eateth 
and drinketh with Publicans and Sinners ? verl. 16. Then 
' they quarrel his Converſation, and _ him Firſt with 
Neglett of Duty in his Non-obſervance of Faſting : Woy ds 
the Diſciples of John and of the Phariſees faſt, ( lay they ) 
but thy Diſciples faſt not ? verl. 18. And then laſtly, with the 
breach of the Sabbath, when his Dilciples plucked the bars. 
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of Corn : IWhy do thy Diſciples on the Sabbath day, fay they, 
that which is not lawful ? verl. 24; So that our blefled $a 
viour him{elf, you fee, who was fo exact in all the parts 
of his Converſation, could not pleate them, neither feaſt ing 
nor faſting : For if you go one Inch too twift or too flow for 
their pace, they run upon you preſently, and reckon you nune 
of their Church; and truely it maiters not mach whether 
you are or no : For their Church conſiſts of a /irrte Fattion, 
of a few Formal watpiſh Fopps, that place more Religion 
in a! o/4 Cibweb'd or a new upſtart Ceremony, than a good 
man durit place in his exaCteſt performances. Theſe are thoſe 
which our Lord calls bl:»d Gaides, and denounces ſo many 
Woes apainſt in the 23d of St. Aarthew, and you may ever 
know them by that Character which he hath given them in 
the 24th Yerſe, they tram at a Gnat : Are mightily offended 
at your omiſſion of tome poor ſtarveling exterior Obſervation : 
But ſwallow a Camel. You may arink,, and whore, and tare, 
and ſwear, and be as debauched as a Devil, and this never 
offends them, they will never quarrel you for this; for this 
will down well enough. For though they compats Sea and 
Land to make a Prolelyte to their Ceremonies and exterior 
Oblervations, yet when they have made him ſo, though he 
be two-fold more the Child of Hell than he was before, they 
are ſatisfid, ver/. 15. So that you fee whom they convert, 
they do but pervert : For they care not for increaſing the 
Church of Chriſt, bur lay out all their Care and Induftry to 
greaten and increale their own Faction and Party. If they 
get but ſuch as will Rent their Garments, and be of their 
Outſide Religion and Profefſion,they have done their doe, and 
care not whether ever they rent their Hearts or no. 

Fifthly and laſtly, You that come under this Reproof, be- 
think your telves betimes, for in your crying up the Rent- 
ing of the Garments, formal and exterior Obleryations, againſt 
the Renting of the Heart, you are engaged in a direct Op- 
poſition ro Chriſt : For his Kingdom, Church and Worſhip 
are all Sprritxal, and built upon the ſure Foundation of Scrip- 
ture Precepts and Divine Inſtitutions. But exterior Ceremo- 


nies and Obſervatious are too much Carnal, and builc but = 
the 
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the falſe bottom of hamane Inventions and Injuntions. Pray 
lee the ſecond of the Epheſians and the twentieth verie, and 
you?l there find that the true Church is built Upon the Founda- 
tzon of the Prophets and Apoſtles, Feſt Chriſt himſclf being the 
chief corner Stone, And the lame Apoltle tells you in the 1 Cor. 
2.11. that Ocher Foundations than this can no man lay, that is, 
no man can warrantably and by any divine Authority lay any 
other Foundation than this that is laid. And therefore you {ee 
that thoſe that are for exterior Obſervations , they leave the 
Canon of the Scripture, and ſupport their Building by Laws and 
Canons of their own deviſing , and to oblige the Magiſtrate to 
give a Sanction to their devices, they decry not only the Law 
of God butthe Laws of the Land too, and preach up and mag- 
nite Abſolute Rule as the Magiſtrates Right , and by that 
Bait and Lure draw the Government to their ſide; for they give 
to Ceſar more than the things that are Ceſars, that they may 
take away from the People the things that are theirs. Nor is 
it for Cz/ars ſake that they do this neither, for they inſlave us 
ro the Magiſtrate for no othey end, but that they may enſlave 
the Magiſtrate and us both to chemſelves. For, for Gods iake 
what doth the King get = my Conformity to a few Ceremonies 
and formal Obſervations ? Or what does heilole by my Non- 
Conformity to them ? And if his Majetty neither gains by my 
Obſervance, nor 'is damaged by my non-Obſervance of them, 
wherein is it his intereſt to! be concerned at -it ? And as 
his Majeſty receives neither Advantage by the do- 
ing of it, nor Detriment by the leaving of it undone, ſo 
neither 'doth any of his people. For ſaving -the Reverence 
due to the Folly of this humour, pray who is a penn 
the better for -my going to Church ? or a penny the cans” 
-if I ſhould po to what they call a Conventicle ? 'If then nei- 
ther King 'nor People ['be benefired by the one , nor 
damaged by the other, how comes it to 'be the Intereſt of 
the Government -#0 be ſo mightily or indeed at all-concern- 
ed in the matter? Why nothing but that thoſe Gentle- 
-men that are 'ſo wonderfully fond and fooliſhly forward 
for Renting of the Garments, for a formal and external 
Gaity in Religious Worſhip, perceiving they gs #6 
C 2 a de- 
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a deſign ſo dire1ly oppoſite to the pure and ſpiritual Worſhip 
of Chriſt , eſpecially in a Reformed and Proteſtant Nation 
without the atd of the Magiſtrate, they revive the old Cheat, , 
and per{wade the Magiſtrate that thoſe that are for renting the 
Heart only,and are Non-Contormiſts as to renting the Garment 
or exterior Obſervations, are Enemies to their Government, and 
{o frighten the Magiſtrate, thar they think chey have no other 
way to ſecure their Government but by deſtroying them; when 
the plain truth is, that 'tis themſelves are afraid that if the Do- 
Citrine of renting the Heart only ſhoul1 prevail , they are »n- 
done ;, and therefore by their Art they transfer the fear that's 
on themſelves to the Magiſtrate, and infinuate that the Go- 
vernment is {tab'd through their ſides , though you tee neither 
the Magiſtrates nor the People are ar all concerw'd in the cafe, 
and that the controverſie is only with them who are too ſtrait 
laced in the point of renting the Garments, and that ſtand over 
ſtifly for exterior Obſervations, in oppoſition to Chriſt in his 
more pure and ſpiritual worſhip of Renting the Heart: And 
lo much for Reproof. Come we now to Admonition. 

The third V/e or Improvement of this Point thall be for Aa- 
monition, and this Admonition extends it ſelf to all Perſons, to 
the Governors and Governed. 

Firſt, To Governors. 

Ye have heard the firſt Branch of the Propoſition, That true 
Repentance and ſuch as is acceptable to God, conſiſts not in 
any Exterior Obſervations : Be admoniſhed then, nor to im- 
pole upon your people what can never be acceptable unto God. 
But remember that you are Gods Vicegerents, and therefore 
ſhould impoſe nothing upon your Subjects but what is ac- 
ceptable to him whom you repreſent, and what you have 
juſt ground to believe that he himſelf would impoſe were he 
perlonally preſent ; and have you any ground to believe that 
if he were perſonally preſent, that he would Act againſt his 
own Commands, and Puniſh men becauſe they would not 
break his own Precepts ? For ?tis his Precept that you ſhould 
only rent your Hearts, but that you ſhould not rent your 
Garments; and do you think that the Lord would go againſt 
bis own Will, and againſt his own Word? andif you think 
that 
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that he would not, then why do you ? For God has not ad- 
vanced you, and ſet you in thoſe high Stations and in his 
Stead, that you ſhould rule ad /ibirum, and make your own 
Luſts and not his Laws the Srandards of your Actions; No, 
Let who will teach you rheſe Doctrines, ?tis but ſlight Crape- 
divinity, and {uch as the Ancients and the Orthodox never 
- knew: Liſten not therefore to thoſe that put you upon ſuch 
wild and Szvage Notions, to perſecute all that are not for 
renting their Garments, for every formal and exterior Obferva- 
tion ; and be not rode by thole heady humerous perlons to your 
own deſtruction. You have ſeea how they have embroiled 
this Kingdom, and that of Scorland too, in a bloody and in- 
teſtine War upon the Account of Ceremonies and exterior obler- 
vations, once already. For this quarel of theirs has coſt more 
Engliſh and Scottiſh blood than all the Ceremonies of the 
Roman Cl,urch and Ours too are worth, though they were 
bound in one bundle both together. Wherefore pleaſe to 
Remember that Exhortation in the ſecond P/al. and the tenth 
wverſ. Be miſe now therefore O ye Kings, be Inſtrulted ye Tudg- 
es of th: E:th. And truly ye have need of Wildom and In- 
iruElion,, ivr you ſtand but .in ſlippery places. And if you 
truſt your '-Ives fo. wholly to the Conduct of others, as that 
thac yo"! will ice by no Eyes but theirs, nor hear with no Ears 
bur their, nor will make uſe of no ſence of, your own bur 
theirs, you may foon ſlide.” For if ſo great a Man and to 
great 1 Vagiſtrate as David was, and one that kept ſuch a 
diligent watch over himſelf, tells you that his feet were al- 
moit gone. his ſteps had well nigh ſlipped, P{al. 73. 2. urely 
Governours ought to bevery carefull of their footing, and 
to ſee that they be not rrapani'd, neither by themlelves, no 
nor by the advice cf. others, into. precipitate Acts. How 
happy was it tor King | Abaſuerr thac he followed his own 
lence and not A4am45.4 and how happy had it been for Pilate 
if ke had obeyed his. own Judgment,..and not followed the 
hot and furious Clamors of that Corrupe Clergy, Math. 27. 20, 
21, 22. Have a care therefore how yeare engaged by others 
to lay 'out your Power, or <lie "alfa you are aware you'l 
miſcarry z in the Eleventh of. 94arth.. and the Eleventh verſe, 
you: 
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'you read of one of the greareſt men that ever the World 
brought forth : For our Saviour teſtifies, that among them 
that are born of Women , there hath not yoſer a greater 
than John the Baptiſt, and yet this great man loft his Head 
ro pleaſe a Miſs. For though King Hered feared him, and 
| knew that he was a jt man and a holy; nay though he 
obſerved him, and when he heard him, did many things, 
and hea;d him Gladly, Mark 6. 2c. yet Herodias's Davgh- 
ter Danced off his Head for all that : fo that you had need 
look about yon that you be not ſurprized, and this in all 
Cafes, but efpecially in thoſe that relate to Renting the 
Garments and*exrerior Obſervations ; becaule your Flatterers 
will perſwade you in that Cafe, that your fin 1s fo far from 
being a fin, that it is a Service ro God, and a Service to 
his Church ; according to that Prophecy of our Saviour, 
Foh. 16. 2. the time cometh that whoſoever killeth you, will 
think that he doth God Service; and when men, eſpecially 
Magiſtrates, are under that Miſtake, that they reckon their 
Sin to be their Duty, they then play the Devil for Gods ſake. 
In the 66 of 1ſazah and the 5 verſe, you will find a people 
that hated their Brethren and caft them our, and yet ſaid, 
Let the Lord be'Glorified;, they lang their Gloria Patri, even 
while they were engaged inthe Devils work : But the Text 
tells you that God ſhould appear'to the joy of them that were 
Hated and Perſecuted, and their Enemies for all their Cry- 
ing Let the Lord be Glorified, ſhould be aſhamed: 'Tis nor 
therefore your Crying Glory to the Father, To the Son, anti 
ro the Holy Ghoſt, that will ought avail you,or ſtand you in an 
ſtead, while you hate and Perſecute your Brethren, becauſe 
they cannot Conform to our exterior Obſervations. Be admo- 
niſkhed then to let your people alone ; and if they Rent their 
Hearts, Live honeſt and vertuous Lives, let it ſatisfy you, 
though they cannot rent their Garments and Conform to ever 
outward Ceremony or - Obſervance : And'ſince the Lord hat 
Commanded them not to Rent their Garments, ſet not your 
Commands run counter or contrary to the Lords, leſt you 
be found ſizhters againſt God, and Advancers of your Laws 'in 
"oppoſition ro and abave the 'Laws of the Almighty; in the 

Prophecy 
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Prophecy of the Prophet Aalachy, you find the Lord difpleaſed 
that they.offer'd up co him ſuch Zlizd and Lame and Stk Sa- 
crifices, that their Governours would nor accept from their 
hands though they offer it umto them, al. 1.8. And ture 
the Lord would be much more dilpleafed, if Governours thould 
Puniſh their People for Offering tuch Sacrifices as are accepa- 
ble unto him ; and the Pſalmiit cells you that the Sacritices that 
are acceptable to God, are a broken Spiric : Fora broken and 
a Contriute heart ( _ ne ) 0 God thou wilt not delp:/c , Pſal. 
51. 17. And therefore have we this Command in the Text, to 
Rent our Hearts, as the ozly Sacrifice that is Acceptable unto 
God; and will yon dare to contradict this Command ; and 
Oblige your people to Rent their Garments, which the Lord 
hath expreſly forbidden , as that which is unacceprable to 
him ? God 1lorbid. And thus much to the Governours, Come 
we now to the ſecond part of this Admonition , to the Go- 
verned. 

Is it ſo, that true Repentance, and ſuch as is acceptable unto 
God, conſiſts not in any formal or exterior Obtervatians ? 
Then be you admoniſhed to two Duties. 

Firſt, To Moderation. 

Secondly, To Peaceableneſs. 

1. To Moderation; that's a great Exhortation the Apoſtle 
gives us in the fourth of Philip. and fifth verſe, Let your Mode- 
ration be known unto all men; and tis an admirable Reaſon 
that the Apoſtle annexeth to enforce his Exhortation, For the 
Lord tays he )is at baud. You lee here in the Text, and 
from the plain Word of the Lord, that 'tis not renting your 
Garments, nor any exterial obſervations, but the renting of 
the Heart that is Commanded and Accepted of God. Then 
be not immederate for any external Obſervances ; for if ye 
are, true Religion never will nor-can take root in you; 
In the fourth of St. Fob, Chriſt met with a poor Samari- 
tan Woman, and gilcours'd her fo long that at length ſhe 
Jaw he was a Prophet, and therefore refolved that ſhe 
would improve the preſent Opportunity : ( But how ? ) Not 
by enguiring pſcep the Truth of Worſhip, but about the Place : 
Sir ( {ayes {he I percewve that thou art 4 Prophet, our Fathers 
IVorſhipt in this Mountain, ang ye [ay that in Jerulalem #5 he 
Place 
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Place where men ought to Worſhip, v. 19. 20. Now pray fee 
how Chriſt nips this little external Quere : And Feſws ſaith 
unto her, Woman, belicue me, the hour cometh when ye ſhall nei- 
ther in this Mountai;, nor yet at Jeruſalem Worſhip rhe Father, 
v. 21. and then goes on to ſhew her what true Worſhip was, 
and who the true Worſhipers are, but fayes not one word 
of the Plac-. In like manner many are mightily inquiſitive 
abour Places, Times, Geſtures and Circumſtances of Worlhip, 
and have a great zeal for all theſe external parts of Religion, 
and yet are totally ignorant both of the true Worſhip and true 
Worthippers : roles you had need be very Moderate and 
Sober, that you be not fo tranſported wich external Obſerva- 
rions,and run away with the Sh2dow inſtead of the Snbſtance of 
Religion ; for Moderation tempers the mind,and allayes thoſe 
hears and excurſions which otherwiſe it is apt to make : And 
therefore it is called a being ſober-mindeg, in the 2 Titus, v. 6. 
for wichout this ye are like Mad Diſtracted perſons, and will 
run upon a Nerghbour or a Relation for diſſentins from you in a 
Ceremony or {ome exterial Obſervation, as ifhe were a Turk, 
or an /xfide! : But this makes a man remember, that in Chriſt 
Jeſus, neither Circumciſion nor Uncircumciſion availeth any thing, 
but a new Creature, Gal. 6. 15. And therefore this teacheth us 
to put noſuch mighty ſtreſs and value upon that which is of 
no avail; but to imbrace Moderation as that which will bal- 
lance the mind, and keep it in an even and ſober poſture at 
all times and in all caſes. 

2, Be admoniſht to Peaceableneſs, and reckon not this 
admonition ftrange ; for- the holy Scripture tells you of 
ſome that hate peace; and the Pfalmiſt faith, he had long 
dwelt with ſuch, Pſal. 120. 6. My Soul ( fayes he ) hath 
lons awelr with um that hateth Peace : I am ( ayes he ) 
for Peace, but when I ſpeak, they are for War: And yet 
cheſe Haters of Peace have alwayes the Impudence to com- 
plain firſt, and to burthen others with | their Guilt; and if 
you ſearch the Scriptures, you will find none ſo deeply cul- 
pable of this Crime as thoie that were for external Obſer- 
vations ; for who ſo much oppoſe: the Miracles and Do- 
Ctrine of Chriſt, and fo bloodily purſued him to the ve 
Death, as thoſe that were for the Traditions of the ere” 
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"And who: raiſed the uproars, the mutinies and tamvlts' againſt 
the Apoſtles of Jeſus Chrift in every Country, City, Town, and 
place where they came,but the fame Spirit ? And yet they had the 
foreheads to accuſe the holy Apoſttes, nay our bleſſed Lord and 
Saviour himſelf for Seditions, and the Ringleaders of Sedjtion. Be 
careful therefore that ye be not inſnar'd to herd with this tumnl- 
tuous and unpeaceable ſpirit; for if ye do, you'l run clamouring 
with them to- the Magiſtrate againſt your neighbours, and againſt 
your friends, to ruin and undo them for the non-obſervance of ſome 
external rites and cuſtoms. You ſee how fierce and favage this 
ſpirit hath been in all ages, and quite through the Scriptures, that 
have been for renting the garments and exterial obſervations. But 
pray look and ſee where you can find that they that were for rex- 
_ ting the heart were ever tainted with this unpeaceable and turbulent 
remper. And yet (which is greatly to be lamented) you generally 
find the Magiſtrate take in with that mutinovs ſpirit againſt this, 


and laying the imputations due to them upon theſe : Heareft thou 


not (lays Pilate to Chriſt) how many things they witneſs agamſb thee ? 

AMat. 27. 13. and yet they were all Falſc Witnefles, and he himſelf 
was unjuſt ; they wereſuch z for after the Witneſſes had ſpoken,he 
calls our Saviour 4 juſt perſon, verſ, 24. and waſheth his hands as 


innocent of his blood. And yet Oh the wickedneſs of an unjuſt Judg! - 


for all this,againſt the convi&tions of his own Conſcience he falls in 
with that curſed impious and unpeaceable party againſt Chriſt. Have 
yenot-need then to he admoniſht to look well to your ſelves, that 
your hearts do not engage you to this unpeaceable ſpirit ? There 
ever was, and [ am afraid ſtill is too much Tory- Divinity in the 
world ; but you may eaſily know it, for it is always on the Tantevy, 
e A way with him, away with him, -crucifie him, crucifie him, was ever 
their language. And if you do but ask why ? what evil hath he 
done? this does but whet their rage, and make them urge the mul- 
titude to cry out the more, Let him becrncified. For they are ated 
by a wild kind of ungovernable zeal, ſuch as the Apoſtle St. ' Part 
tells you ke had' before his Converſion, AF. 22. 3, {7 was realous 
towards God, (lays he), as ye all are this day; and that you may 
ſee what their zeal was that day, pray look into A#. 21. 27. you 


will find that ſome Fews which were of Aſia (where St. Paul had. 


been preaching) had ſpy*d him in the Temple at Feruſaler, and they 
ſtirred up all the people,and laid hands on him,crying ont, Men of Iſravl 
help, this is the man that teachith all men every where againſt the 


people 


[ 24. ] 
people, and the Laws, and this place, and further, Brought Greeks alſo 
into the Temple,and hath polluted tbes holy place. And upon this out- 
cry all the City was mov'd, and the people ran together, and they. 
took Paxl. and drew him out of the Temple; and the Text tells 
you, They went about to kill him: and had certainly done it, had. 
not a Captain of a band reſcued him, ver/. 31. | 

So that you ſee what their zeal at that day was, and is but the. 
fame which the ſame Apoſtle tells you in fewer words in Phil. 3.6. 
That he was as concerning zeal a perſecutor of the (hurch. So that 
this wild kind of vagabond zeal, which is always converſant about 
exterial obſervations only, and ſpends it ſelf but. about the bark 
and husk of Reltgion,doth but make men the fiercer and the more 
inverom'd in their minds againſt true, Chriſtianity, and renting the 
heart ;, for this zeal will tranſport you to fuch 5:quierudes and ex- 
travagancies that ye will prefer a Barrabas.a Robber and Murtherer 
before Chriſt and a ſincere Chriſtian. It will make you mutinous 
and fticklers for the worſt men, and the wickedeſt intereſt, what 
need have ye then of this admonition to be of peaceable fpirits, that 
ye benot hurried away by a miſtaken zeal into ſuch ſtrange and 
brutiſh exorbitances ? 

And thus much for Admonition, come we now to the next and, 
laſt improvement of this Point, which is Examination. 


And this ſhall be Threefold : 


I, To the Magiſtracy. 
2: To the Miſtry. 
3. To the People. 


1. To the Magiſtracy : For I am for the old Computation of 
reckoning Moſes before Aaron, and :m for placing the Crown 
above the Miter 3 though | am ſure this is no way to a- Biſhoprick ; 
for all our new faſhioned Divinity is for the other Calculation, and 
mightily difſatisficd if you don't put the Church before the Stare ; 
however I addreſs my.ſelf firſt to you : Is-it ſo that true repentance, 
and ſuch as is acceptable unto God conſiſts not in renting the gar- 
ments, or cxterial obfervations ? then be you-exhorted to examine 
your ſelves whether you lay-out your Magiſtracy conſonant to, 
and agreeable with CIS The higheft CharaRer that was 
yeer given to any Magiſtrate, is that which we find given to Dawd, 
That 


@ 
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"That he wat 4 man afier Gods own heart. And indeed the heart and - 
Mind of a Magiſtrate ſhould be agreeable to the heart and mind of 
God, for he bcars his lmage, and is his Deputy in the Earth. Upon 
which account Magiftrates are alfo ſtiled Gods in Scripture. Now 
therefore examine your ſelves as to this duty before you, and ſee 
how your hearts ſtand affe&ed towards it, God is all for renting 
of the heart for zeal and ſpiritual worſhip, on ſuch days, and in ſuch 
duties as we are now engaged in. But are younot more, or rather 
for renting the garment? for vain Ceremonies, and humane in- 
vented obſervations? How then comes this diſcrepancy betwixt. 
the heart of God and your hearts ? between Gods mind and your 
minds? Inquire well into the matter, for there muſt be fault 
ſome where; and it cannot be on the Lords part. Hath.net God 
told you by his own Son, That. be i « Spirit, and they that wor- 
ſhip him, muſt worſhip him n ſpirit and in truth; and that hu Fa- 
ther ſceketh ſuch to worſhip him, Joh. 4. 23, 24. And will you ſeek 
ſuch to puniſh them? Examin2 your lelves, and do not think 
to ſhamn: it off, That *tis for the {hurch that you do this. Pray 
turnto 1 Sam. IF. and you will there find one of the greateſt 
Cheats that you meet with in the whole Word of God; for 
"twas by a Magiſtrate, and a Magiſtrate of the higheſt Order, 
and *twas a Cheat that had a pretence for the Chxrch too. The 
buſinels is this : King Saul received a commiſſion from God to go 
and ſmite the Amaleketes, for laying wait for 1ſrael in their way 
when they came up from Egypt; and the ſumm of the Commil- 
ſion you have in the third verſe, Go and utterly deſtroy all that 
they bave, and ſpare them not , but ſlay both man and woman, 
infant and ſuckling, ox and ſheep, camel and aſs. Purſuant to 
' this Commiſſion, Saul gathers 210000 of the people together, 
and goers up and ſmote the Amalekites, but ſpared Agag their 
King, and the be(t of their ſheep, and of the oxen, and the fat- 
'lings, and the lambs, and all that was good; and would not ut- 
terly deſtroy them. But every thing that was vie and refuſe, 
that they deſtroyed utterly, verſ, 9. Upon this breach of his Com- 
miſſion, the Lord ſends his Prophet Samuel to meet Saul at his 
return, and you find that Sazl met Samuel in a very brisk hu- 
mour, verſ. 13. for Saul ſaid unto him, Bleſſed be thow of the Lord, 
] have performed the conmandments of the Lord. But Samuel re 
plied, What meaneth then this bleating of the ſheep in mine ears 


and the lowing of the oxen which I hear ? verl. 14. and now pra”? 
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C 26 ] 
ſee-the Cheat that Saul would have put upon the Almighty, and 
his Prophet 3 for he ſaw he was run on ground, and therefore 
obſerve his anſwer : The people (lays he) ſpared the beſt of the 
ſheep, and of the oxen, to ſacrifice unto the Lord thy God, ver. 15, 
So he would have ſhuficd off, and excuſed his fin upon the ſpe- 
cious /pretence of maintaining the Church, and the Worſhip of 
God. But this would not do, for the Propher reproves him in 
verſ. 22. thus : Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings 
and ſacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to 
obey is better than ſacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams ; 
for Rebellion ts as the ſm of Witchcraft. *Tis the difobedience of 
a King apainft his God is fo ſtiled; and therefore he proceeds 
and tells him his doom, That becauſe he had rejetted the word of 
the Lord, the Lord had rejetted him from being. King. - And that's 
all that Sal got by this Cheat. 

Do not think therefore to palliate your faults with your 
efteems for the Church, and the Divine Service of- God ; for 
God had rather have no ſuch Worſhip- at all, than a Worſhip 
that muſt be ſupported and maintained by the breach of his 
holy Commands. _ In the 4tþ..of St. dark, you may lee a knot-- 
of. Hypecrites, and ſuch as were of no inferiour Tank neither. So 
much for -the Charcb, that they break not -only the Law of God, 
but the Lew of Nature too; for the Law of Nature as well as 
the Law of God, obligeth us to honour:our Parents, and asa part 
of that honour, to ſuccour and relieve them in their neceffities 
but they were ſo wnnatwrally Religious, that they would give to 
the Church-what they ſhould give to their Parents ; and þy their 
gift ito the Church they -were held ablolved from the Law of 
God and Nature, to do ought for their father or mother, wer. 
11, 12 fo-that let their father and mother ſtarve if they would, 
for them, they weze- reſolved to be ſuperabundantly Reli95ous, Bur 
God blefs us from ſuch an unnatural and abominable Religion ! 
Well therefore might our Saviour conclude that Diſcourſe with 
this remark, That Traditional men, and ſuch as are ſo much for 
exteriour - obſervations, .do- ever wake-the Word of Ged of no ef- 
fef#, verl. 13. You were as good have no Bibles, for they will 
ſuffer yov'ro make no uſe of them; for thef: Fews they had the 
Law of Foes, and-it was read in - their \Synagogues every Sab- 
bath day, as St. Fames affures us, Att. 15.21. Ant! though in 
tat Law it was written, Honenr. thy. father and mother, and that 
[00 


C 27 ] 
too with a promiſe of length of days z yet you ſee when mens 
Traditions preyailed, it had been as good they had had no Law 
at all. And therefore by the way, whatſoever Profeſſion or 
form of Religion makes you barbarouſly ſowre and unnatural to 
your Relations, friend and neighbours, which the Law of God, 
and the bands of Humanity obligeth you to love, re{pe& and 
tender, you may lay your life upon it, that that Profefſion and 
form of Religion is but a falſe and counterfeit Chriſtianity, be 
what it will. Wherefore you that are Magiftrates had ned ex- 
amine and try your ſelves, and to purpoſe too, whether you are 
for that Religion which is acceptable to God, the renting of 
your heart? or whether you are for that only which contiits in 
renting the garments, and trifling reſervations. And ſo much to 
the Magiſtrates. 


- The next Head is 'to the 2fin;/lers ;, and would to God there 
were no cauſe to prefs the improvement of this Point upon us 
alſo. But methinks I hear the Lord ſaying, Phyſician cure thy 
ſelf, Luk. 4. 23. We are called the Phyſicians of Souls, and ufu- 
ally lay the care of Souls is on us; and it behoves the Phyſiciar 
to look well to ir, that the remedy he preſcribes be warrantable 
and proper againſt the diſtemper , or elſe we ſhall prove our 
ſelves to be like 7abs-friends, Phyſictans of no value, Job 1 3. 4- 
Wherefore let us £x2mine our ſelves and fee whether we that are 
ſo abounding .in our Preſcriptions to cure others, are ſound our 
ſelves? and Jet us be content to try our ſelves by this Text, 
Whether we are-more for renting the heart, or for renting the 
garments ? for the /:fe, ſpirit and power of Religion, or for ſome 
little jejune and ſtarveling ceremonies and crotchetly obſervations ? 
Whether we are not more reconciled co, and have a ſtronger 
affeion for a lewd and wicked Conformiſ# than for a virtuous 
and ſober Nonconformiſt? And pray God our own Conſciences 
do not anſwer for us,. that this is true, For 'tis a ſtrange vencm - 
of ſpirit that ſome of us are too apt to diſcover upon all occali- - 
ons againſt fuch as differ but in the leaſt from us in outward 
forms of Worſhip, though they are never fo cxatt and exemplary 
in their lives, and every way arte of a ſound and Orthodox faith. 
What inviRives have we in our Pulpits, out of our Pulpits, in all 
Companies, and at all ſeafons againſt D:ſſenters ? eſpecially againſt 
their Mirilers? In Numb. 11, 27-.vou find a young Informer ” 
running . 
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[ 28 ] 
running to Xoſes, and telling him that Eldad and Medad were Pre- 
Phecying, or Preaching in the Camp z upon this information, Foſhna 
that then waited upon Moſes, was but a young man to2, and would 
have had Moſes forbid them ; (but he lived to be both older and wi. 
fer) but ſee how that meek ſervant of the Lord anſwers them, v. 29. 
Envieſt thou for my ſaks ! would to God that all the Lords people were 
Prophets, and that the Lord would put his ſpirit upon them : as it he 
had ſaid, you tell me of Two that are Prophecying in the Camp, 
and would to God there were twice 2000CO there, Now do not 
we like this young man, run to the Hagiſtrates with our informati- 
ons, and cry out, here's a Converticle, and there's a Conventicle, 
and Eldad and Medad pray in this and preach in that place; and 
then you pray and preſs the Magiſtrate that he would forbid them ; 
nay not forbid them only, but that he would ſend to apprehend then, 
and clap them up into Gaol; and all this at a time too, when wicked- 
neſs covers the face of the whole-lana, and gron5 up fo rank under. 
our Miniſtry, that it is notable to top it : Pray let us examine and 
ſee, whether this ſpirit be agreeable to the ſpirit o: Moſes, or to 
the ſpirit of this young informer. St. Paul tells you of fome that 
preached Chriſt even out of envy and ſtrife, as ſomepreached him 
out of good-will, Phil. 1. 15. Now it any preachers were to be 
forbidden, one would think theſe ſhould'be they ; and yet the Apo. 
fle profeſſeth that he did rejoice that Chriſt was preached even e- 
very way, whether in pretence, or real ſincerity ;, fo that admit they 
did preach out of no principle, but exvy only, yet you ſee, that a 
true eApoſtolical ſpirit can and will rejoice at their preaching, 
though emulation or envy only prompts them to it ;, let us refle&t 
then, what it is that aRs us in this unchriſtian, I had almoſt ſaid 
inhumane rage againſt our diſſenting brethren : for it is not 
(whatever we may pretend) the Spirit of God for that you ſee 
is of another nature and temper, and as thoſe that are under its 
conduR in as different a practice from this of ours, as is light from 
darkneſs; and pray God we come not nigher the charaRer of thoſe 
blind guides ſpoken of in Mat. 23. 13. that ſhut up the Kingdom of 
Kjeaven againſt men, and neither go in our felves, nor ſuffer ther: that 
are entring to goin; andif weare of the number of thefe, how un- 
fit are we £9 teach others the mind of God? and to guile their feet 
into the ways of peace, that are not ble to guide our {clves, Doth 
not our envy at them therefore rather ariſe from this conſideration, 


(if envy can be conſiderate) that we are afraid that people ſeeing 
| the 


C29 ] 
the vilencſs of our converſation, and the ſobriety of theirs, the /4- 
zineſs of our Miniſtry, and the /aboriouſneſs of theirs, will at laſt 
come to be more in love with them than with us: for if the gene- 


rality of profeſſed Chriſtians ſhould.come to that pitch in Religion, - 


as to be for renting the heart and not the garments, I doubt we 


ſhould be out of cſtecm, for they would then be for a Afiniſtry - 


ſuitable to their profeſſion; whereas we are a Miniſtry moſtly for 
renting the garments, and exteTiour oblervances z ſo "that whenever 
the people riſe but one degree above that ignorance, that we are 
obliged to keep them in, we naturally go out as a ſtinking ſnuff, ard 
there isa Mene Tekel onour Miniſtration : wherefore is it not from: 
hence that we dunn the Magiſtrates continually to down with them, 
for fear that the ſoundneſs of their doArine, and the uprightneſs 
of their lives, will down with Rowe and Renown ; and is it not from 
hence, that we are every where laying out, and engaging our ſelves: 
and intereſt in getting the worſt of e Hagiſtrates, the worſt Parlia-- 
went-men, the worſt Fuſtices , the worſt Mayors, &c. that all the 
Countries and Cities can afford 3 infomuch that it is almoſt become 
the ſureſt indication of a Knave, to have us Clergy men for him; and 
of an hozeſt man to have us againſt him, that can be given ; for our 
breath bleſſes every man we are againſt, and blaſts every man we are 
for. Examine the matter, and fee whether you do not find all this 
too true ;, and can the world eyer believe us a good X4niftry, while 
we are ſo engaging for a bad Magiſtracy ? or will they ever believe 
us. to be true Proteſtants, while they 1ee us join Yotes and- Hands 
with profeſs'd Papiſts? The Romaniſts contriv*d, and are carrying 
on an Helliſh Plot againſt the life of our King, Government and 
Proteſtant Religion, and when God in infinite mercy was pleaſed to 
diſcover it, have not many of us ſhewed our ſelves peeviſhly back- 
ward to credit ſuch diſcovery, and no leſs forward to undervalue re- 
proach, or ſcandalize the diſcoverers ? The ſame Engineers of Hell 
ſince forged a falle, wicked ſham-plot to be caſt |on the Presbyteri- 
ans, and thereby cut off the moſt ative Proteſtants, and divers of 
as.go0d Church of England-men as any in the land; and did not 
ſome of us nurfe up that ſpurious Brat for them, and make our Pul- 
pits rattle, and our hearears ears tingle! with Railings againſt Pre(- 
byterians; and all this without the leaſt occaſion, and when it was 
impoſi:ble to ſerve any other than a Popiſh Intereſt by it? ls ſti- 
fling a Popiſh Plot, and cauſelcſly inraging as much as in vs lies the 
Magiſtrate againſt Protcſtant-Difſenters, and endeavouring to ab. 
{oly-: 
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. £lve Popiſh delinquents' frotti deferved puniſhments, the way to 
ſuppreſs Popery? or crying up and efpouling the intereſt of a Bs- 
gotted Popiſh Succeſſor any demonſtration of our zeal to the Prote- 
ſtant Religion? The Prophet Zephaniah tells us of a ſtrange odd 
kind of dappled people that lived in his Age, thatdid ſwear by rhe 
- Lord, ard that ſwear by Melcham, (i. e.) by the true God, and by 
a falſe God too, Zeph.. 1., 5. ſomewhat too like many of the Mi- 
niſters and Popiſh- Proteſtants that are for our Church, and the 
Church of-. Rome too, and indeed for any Church (provided they 
are but for renting the garments, and ſuperficial obteryances, and 
lip-labour only, and can withal keep their Honovrs, Preferments 
and Revenues): :You read in Exod. 12. 33. That a mixed multitade 
went up with the children of 1/rael out of Egypr (for we are but 
. Party-colour'd and mixt men at the beſt) where [ take mixed multi- 
tudes for men of mixed ſpirits. But upon what grounds or induce- 
ments they went up, we do not find ; but this we find, that upon 
all occaſions they were the forwardelt to murmur, and repine, and 
for returning into Egype again : The like may be faid of many thar 
care out of the Roman bondage with us in the firſt Reformation 
. upon what account they came with us we know not, but this we 
know, that theſe men of mixed ſpirits have always been for return- 
ing to old idolatrous Garlick and Onyons, I mean to Rome again. 
: Let us therefore, I ſay, examine our hearts, and upon a ſtrit impar- 
tial diſquiſition, it will be well if many of us of the Clergy do not 
find that moſt of our envy and paſſion againft our difſenting brethren 
proceeds from this, that they are for going forwards ſtill, and fur- 
_ ther Reforming, whereas we are for going back, or for ſtaying where 
we are, at the beſt : And 1 doubt the trueſt Reaſon of our hatred to 
them, is that they are for renting che Heart, which is grounded on 
the Commands of God, and that we are for renting the garments, 
and outward Ceremonies, which are founded on the fancies or fſu- 
perſtitions of men; wherefore the Lord grant that we may examine 
our ſelves thoroughly in this matter. ; 
And to | paſs to the Third aud laft Head of this Examivation, 
and with which I ſhall conclude, and that is to the People, 


3. Isit ſo, that true Repertance, and ſuch as is acceptable to God, 
conſits norin renting the garments, &c. then examine your {elves 
whether ever you did traly repent or no? whether in duties of this 


kind that w2 are now a celebrating, you have not been like — 
Jſa. 
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Ifa.” 53. that faſted for ſirife and debate, and to ſtrike with the #48 
of wickedneſs ,, that hung down their heads like a bullruſh and ſpread 
ſackcloth and aſhes under them, or like thoſe hypocrites that the 
Lord ſpeaks ot in Hat 6. that put on ſad countenances, and di: fi- 
gured their faces, that they might appear urito men to faſt, But this 
is of no value, but only to aggravace-your condemnation; *cis not 
your putting on your black, nor your pulling off your Patches, nor 
your Paint, or laying afide your Ruffian Periwigs tor a day that the 
Lord reſpets: No, no, this amounts to nothing in his fight z, cx. 

amine your ſelves therefore, for if you have only rent your gar- 
ments, and performed the outward part of Religion, think ot your 
ſelves what you will, you are but in a miſerable condition ; That is 

a mighty word of our Lord in Mart. 21. 28, 29, zo, eAtertain 

man (lays our Saviour) bad two ſons, and he came to the firſt, an4 
ſaid, Son go work to in my vineyard; he anſwered and ſaid, 1 
will not ;, but afterwards repented, and went; and he came to the ſz- 

cond, and ſaid likewiſe, and he anſwered and ſaid, 1 go Sir, but 

went not. His ſecond fon ſeems to pay great obſervance to his fathers 

pleaſure; and to be a perfeRt conformsſt to his fathers commands, 

very ceremonious and reyerential in his anſwer, 7 go Sir (lays he); 
but for all theſe good words, and exteriour appearances of obedi- 

ence, he was of a wicked, falſe, deceitful beart, and did but delude 

his father with his conformity, for he never went to the work com- 

| manded. Nowexamine whether of the ſons you are; for'if you 

arenot of the number of thoſe that only refuled to go, yet after- 

wards repented and went, you are certainly of the race of the ſecond 

ſon, that ſaid, 7 go Sir, bat lyed, and went not. 


But that you may be more faithſul to your ſelves in the diſcharge 
of. this duty of examination, 'try your ſelyes in theſe Two pats 
ticulars, | 


1. How your afetions ſtand, 
2, How your wills arc inclined. 


1. How your &fef:ions ſtand, ſearch your ſouls, and fee whe» 

ther you are more in love with renting your garments, or revtigg 

your hearts z whether you are more "taken With the new faſhion” 

modes and gaities Of a _ formal, exteriour profeſſion, - 
| wit 
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with tie-old faſhion'd plainnels, and ſincerity of Gofpel-worſhip, - 
In 2 King. chap. 5. you have a great man coming to Eliſha to be 
cleared of his Leproſie, and he came in great ſtate with his Hot- 
{:s and Chariots, and ſtood at the door of the houſe of Elſbs, 
and Eliſha ſent a Meſſenger unto him, ſaying, Go and waſb in For- 
dan ſeven times, and thy fieſh ſhall com? again to thee, and thou 

(hall be clean, verſ. 9, 10. Now here was the end for which he 
came; for his end was to be clean; but becauſe the means to that 

end wasnot ſo formal and fall of ceremony as he would have them, 

he went away in a huff, verſſ 15. . And Naaman was wroth, and 

went away and ſaid, Behold I thought the —__ would | ſurely come 

out to me and ſland and call on the name of the Lord bis Ged, and-- 
«ſtrike bis hand qver the place, and recover the Leper, And becauſe 
the Prophet did not follow thoſe methods in cleanſing, which he 
had fancied, he turns, and went away in_a rage. But you find 
that he had ſome wit-in his anger 3 and though he would not 
hear the Lords ſervant, yet he would hear his own /ervant reaſon 
| him out of his Choler 3 and then he went into Ferdan ſeven times, 

according to the ſaying of the man of God, and was a nes 
13, 14. Now examine your ſelves, whether _ this be not your 
caſe ; you would be cleanſed, but it muſt be by. ſuch ,gexle and 
ceremonial methods as you fancy, or elſe you are wroth and go- 
ing away in a chaff, as mediums.too mechanick. and beneath your - 
grandure ; try now your affe&ions in ſuch a caſe, is not the ſim-. 

plicity and plainneſs of the Goſpel an offence to you? and are you 

not for Humane Trappings and Gauderies, that may put a.greater 
finery and pomp upon them, ſo that you are. wrath with all thoſe 

that think ſound Truths are the greateſt beauties when they*are 

moſt wnarted, and in their own: dreſs? Sound your. affeRions' 
therefore how they ſtand in this caſe. Whether they be for in- 

ward work, renting the heart, or outward, only for renting the 
garments ; and if they give the preference to beart-work, they are 
certainly right, and well ſet for God ; but if to formality, cere- 

mony, and exterior obſervations, they  are_moſt afſyredly wrong, 
how right ſoever you may think them to be. ED 


Secondly, Examine and ſee how your wil is inclined, and this both 
to your ſelyes, and towards others.. . POR TH Pt 
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Firſt, To your ſelves, you ſee the will of God both negirively 
and athrmatively, both in what you ſhould, and what you ſhould 
ngt do herein; that you ſhould rent your hearts, and that you ſhould 
not rent your garments: Examine then whether your wills be not 
croſs and averte to this will of God ; that though God hath bid you 
rent your hearts, and not Jour garments , yet you will rent your gar- 
ments,and not your hearts: you will be for formal and exterior obſer- 
vations, rather than for that unfeigned repentance that is acceptable 
unto God. lt is faid Plal. 40. 8. 1 delight to do thy will,O God. Examine 
then-whether your will takes up a delight to be conformable to the 
will of God; you pray every day , Thy will be dene on carth 4s it 6; 
in heaven ; (carch therefore your own ſouls, and ſec whether your 
will and heart be in that perirzon, br whether you lay it only by rote 
- and cuſtom if your will be well inclined to it, then you will con- 
form to the will of God here in the Text, and not ſet up your poſts 
againſt Gods poſts, nor your will againſt Gods will, as you certainly 

' dv, if you are for renting the garments before renting the 
- heart ; and for formal obſeryances, before ttue and ſpiritual 
Worſhip. Many a time. in the Goſpel you find our Lord 
anſwering, ſupplicants, Thus*be it uito thee according as tho 
wile, O examine then your wills, how they ftand inclined, for if 
they are not bent to God, it were wercy to you if you mils'd your 
own wills ;, So Saul found it before his converſion, he would needs 
be going to Damaſcus, (while he was breathing out blood and cru- 
elry to- perſecute the poor Chriſtians there alſo): but Almighty 
mefcy prevented and made him miſs his will, in efFts9, Among 
the many offerings which were in the time of the Law, there was 
one which was called a free will-offering, to which the Pſalmiſt al- 
ludes, Pſal. 119. 108. eAMccepr, / x (og thee, ſays he, the free-will 
offerings of my mouth, O Lord : and this offering above all the offet- 
ings ſeems to be moſt acceptable unto God ; it was purely volunta- 
ry, becauſe unconſtrained ; therefore towards the place for the firſt 
publick Worſhip, you find the people ſo liberal in this offering, that 
Moſes was tain to reſtrain«them from offering any more, Exod. 36.6. 

' Now examine your ſelves, whether your wills are thus bent for 
God; whether you voluntarily and without any reluancy or con- 
firaint fo clote with this holy pleaſure and command of God nor 
to buſi: your ſelves about the mony things of renting your gar- 
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ments, and keeping a buſtle about the formal ceremonious outward 
modes of Worſhip ;, but have your wills taken up and wholly. in- 
clined to the one and only thing neceſſary, the renting of your heart ; 
and if upon athorow fearch you find your wills th.s well inclined 
to your ſelves, | | 


Then Secondly, examine how they ſtand as to others : for many 
are for that for themſelves, which they would deny to others ; 
they would be free themſelves in their Worſhip, but they would put 
a force on others. Examine therefore how your wills ſtand in- 
clined in this particular 3 are you willing to give another the ſame 
meaſure that you would have meeted to you again 5 do-you love 
your neighbour as your felf, and are willing that he ſhould rent his 
heart, and worſhip God according to the perſwaſion. of his Con- 
ſciencez.. though he do not rent his garments, nor perform thoſe 
formal and exteriour obſervations that you do, as you your ſelyes 
are willing to worſhip God according to the perſwaſion of your 
own Conſcience? are you willing to maintain the wxity of the ſpi. 
rit inthe bond of peace,agreeable to that great exhortation, Eph.4, z. 
Or do your wills incline you to break all the bonds and tyes of 
unity, . love and peace, which God and Nature have laid upon you; 
becauſe your neighbour doth not rent his garments, and perform, 
ſuch formal and exteriour obſervations as you would have him ? 
In at 13;- 14- our Lord put forth a Parable of a man which ſow- 
ed wheat, or good feed in his field, and in the 2500 an enemy 
came and ſowed tares among the wheat; in the 26th. verſ. the 
tares appeared, in the 27th. verſ. the Miniſters or ſervants tell 
their maſter of it; in the 28th. verſe they ask the Maſter leave 
to root them out Wilt thou, fay they, that we go and. gather 
them ug? For they were willing to the work, had he been fo, But 
now pray obſerve their maſters anſwer, and the reaſon thereof in 
the 29th. verſ. But be ſaid, nay, leſt while ye gather up the tares, 
38. root up alſo the wheat with them. And in the 30th, verſ. ye have 
the Maſters expreſs command, Let both grow together until the har- 
v ſt; and this harveſt gur Lord himſelf tells you (in the explana- 
tion of this Parable, i the end of the world, verſ. 39. And it is 
well, we have. our Maſters wind in this matter, for elſe here would. 
he mad work in the world; for you ſee that the very Ainiſters 
are for roozing up 3, and pray whether would this go? and wher: 
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would be an end of it 2 for we reckon the Diſſenters r4ver, and we 
would be a rooting up of them; then the Papiſts reckon us the 
tares, and they would be rooting out of us And *tis well if the 
Turk do not reckon both them-and us all rares, and would be a 
rooting up both them and us,and the whole Chriſt:ax name for tares. 
So that all the bonds not only .of Chriſtianity would be brok en, but 
thoſe of. common ſociety allo.. Therefore try your wils by this 
command of your Maſters ; for admit the Difſenters wexe tares, 
which without.a notorious. breach of Chriſtian charity you can 
never judg them to be.z. for truly bate but their ot renting their 
garments, their conformity, to a few formal and exterior Ceremo» 
nies, they give as good an evidence, that they are wheat, and good 
rain, as the beſt of us can do z but I fay admit they were, yet 
re is the will and mind of your Lord concerning them ; and do 
you think that he did not know what was.moſt fit and propereſt to 
be done in the field of his Church ? The Minifers you ſee then 
(and I do not perceive that they have altered their temper yet) 
were eager and hot to root them up ; Wile thou, ſay they, that we 


"Fg je} 


go and gather them up; Nay, ſays our Lord leſt while ye gather - 


up the tares, ye root up the wheat alſo, He knew whither that 
z2al would tend, and that though it pretended to root up none 
but eres, yet it would fall upon the wheat too ; and therefore 


gives them a poſitive command, to ler them both grow together un- + 


til. the harveſt, Wherefore do you find -your wills ſeconding the 
will of God in this command ? Or have you a riſing of heart a- 


gainſt it ? Examine well the matter, foryf your wills conform not - 


to the will of Chriſt your Maſter, even in this particular, what- 


ever opinion you may have of your ſelves, you are the wor##* 


Nonconformifts that the Church hath in it ; for your Nonconfor- 
mity is of a cruel and a bloedy nature, and ſuch as would make the 
Church a Shambles., You fee what work the JInquiſuion hath 
made in the world, and all thoſe murders and miſchiefs that it 
hath committed , have been perpetrated under the pretence of 
plucking up of tares. Make a thorough irquiry therefore into 

our hearts, and ſearch: the moſt inward receſſes of your ſouls, 
hows the:inclinations. of your wills are in, this point, leſt-you allo 
fulfill that dreadful Prophecy of our Saviour, Of ſerting a man at 
variance againſt his father, and the daughter againſt her mother, and 
the. daughter in law againſt her mether. in law, and make a mans 
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foes to be thoſe of bis own honſhold, Mat: 10.35, 46. 'And left un- 
der the ney of Law, _— all the Lawn of God, *Na- 
ture, Duty, and Relation; to the obſervance of which you are 
fo ſtrily injoined. But if you find your wills inclined to an- 
ſwer the will of Chriſt, and will uſe no other force than Golpel 
arguments, and an upright converſation, to convert and turn the 
Tares to be good ſeed, and are willing that others: ſhould live 

uietly y that rent their hearts, though they do not conform to <> 
{uch renting of the garments, to ſuch exterior forms and Cere- 
monies as you praftice z then have we ground to believe, that 
God will accept # ;, and-turn away that deluge of wrath which 
threatens our- K:#g, our Church, our Princes, our Nobles, and all 
ranks, degrees, and orders of men in the Land ; for the averſion 
of which we do ſolemnize this day y and which God of his infi- 
nite mercy. grant for his dear Sons ſake, our-Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


e-Lmen. 


